I.   Unity in Diversity

Till recently the Aryans were regarded as the earliest
invaders of the land. It was thought that they came to a
country which was uncivilised and barbarian, but modern
research has pushed back the limits of Indian pre-history.
There were invaders even before the Aryans poured into
this land. They had evolved a civilisation higher than
that of the Aryan hordes who came in their wake. These
pre-Aryans had displaced still earlier peoples and built
up a new civilisation which has astonished modern scholars
by its extent and depth. The Aryan invasion repeated
the process and led to a fresh infusion of the old with the
new. This continued with the successive inroads of fighting
races who came to conquer but remained to lose themselves
in the Indian racial cauldron. The Greek invaders were
followed by Sakas and Huns and a hundred other nameless
tribes. They all appeared on the scene as victors but were
soon absorbed in the ranks of the vanquished.

Each fresh incursion of race or idea found the Indian
temperament more malleable than before and accelerated
the process of assimilation and synthesis. At its worst
the process led to a mechanical juxtaposition, At its best
it brought to birth a new and organic way of life. The
seething cauldron never cooled, for new ingredients were
continually added and in turn added to the richness and
complexity of Indian life. Some acute student of sociology
may some day link the upheavals in Indian social norms
and Indian modes of religion with the incursion of some
fresh batch of invaders from outside but as yet the story
remains incomplete and merely hypothetical This much
alone can be said, Today, whatever is Indian, whether it
be an idea, a word, a form of art, a political institution
or a social custom, is a blend of many different strains and
elements.
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